Splenic artery embolization in the management of an acute immune thrombocytopenic purpura-related intracranial hemorrhage.
Although relatively rare, intracranial hemorrhage remains the most common cause of immune thrombocytopenic purpura-related mortality [Medeiros D. Current controversies in the management of idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura during childhood. Pediatr Clin North Am . 1996;43:757-72]. The required decompressive treatment has the potential for substantial blood loss and must often be delayed because of resistant thrombocytopenia responsive only to splenectomy. Splenic embolization is a novel approach to this problem that can expedite definitive neurosurgical care and minimize permanent sequelae. This is the first reported case of splenic embolization in the management of a child with known immune thrombocytopenic purpura presenting with central nervous system bleeding.